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A study on library use of medical PBL students
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Problem-based learning is carried forward by medical education. The teaching
methods of PBL is “case study”. Because of this, information and library resources are
very necessary to medical PBL students. Research methods include literature analyses
and semi-structured interviews. Constructs including “PBL teaching methods”,

“information literacy”, “information behavior”, and “library using”. Fifteen medical

students were invited for research interviews from December, 2016 to March, 2017.

Research findings including: (1). Departments of Medicine Taiwan are all using PBL,
and the implementation process is roughly the same. (2). PBL training medical students
to “collect information”, “interpersonal cemmunication”, “unified publication”, and
“independent thinking”. (3). Collecting information is an indispensable process for
medical students in their medical carrer. (4). The medical students are sure that the library
plays an important role in the learning process: (5). The medical database provided by the
library is an indispensable source of information for medical students, especially “clinical

evidence” database. (6). There wasnot much interaction between librarians and librarians,

but it was certainly an important part of library operation.

Base on the above findings, several suggestions are propose to departments of
medicine and medical libraries. It is hope that the findings of this study provide a

reference for future resources providers offered by these authorities.

Key words: problem-based learning, PBL students, medical students, information

behavior, library using, medical libraries
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