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Abstract

Interdisciplinary education has received extensive attention due to increasingly
complex social problems that is difficult to be solved upon single subject knowledge.
Since 2011, when Chinese students were allowed to study in Taiwan, the proportion of
Chinese students studying in Taiwan has shown a trend of stability or even increase.
Especially in recent years when the number of applicants for master and doctoral
programs has exceeded the quota given. During their undergraduate studies, some
Chinese students gradually lose interest in their original disciplines, so they came up
with the idea of an interdisciplinary institute for advanced studies.

In the previous literature on Chinese students, most of them focused on motivation,
policy influence, and life adaptation of Chinese students. There was almost no relevant
research on Chinese students' further education, and there were only a handful of
information behavior studies on ‘Chinese students" further education. Therefore, the
purpose of this study is to explore the information behavior in the institute of
Interdisciplinary Education of Chinese students-in Taiwan , using the semi-structured
interview method of qualitative research; and taking 15 Chinese students who continue
to study in Taiwan and choose the Institute of Interdisciplinary Education as the
research object, to discuss the motivation, information needs, information seeking
channels, information selection and use, and possible difficulties encountered in seeking
information during the examination period.

Based on the interview results, we can summarize the following conclusions: (1)
The motivation of Chinese students in the Interdisciplinary Institute includes many
factors, among which personal interests and future employment are the most important

internal and external factors for Chinese students; (2)During the period of applying for



the interdisciplinary institute, Chinese students have a lot of information needs for
selecting schools, departments and writing the materials to be reviewed; (3)The
channels that Chinese students will seek are also very diverse, among which search
engines, classmates and friends are the most common channels used by Chinese
students when seeking information about applying for interdisciplinary research
institutes, and the most trusted sources of information that influence them to fill in their
volunteer applications are official websites and school teachers; (4)In the process of
seeking information, Chinese students will doubt about the credibility of some online
information, and the lack of timeliness of information due to untimely updates is also a
common concern for them.

According to the research results, this study also puts forward the following
relevant suggestions: (1)Due to the time limit for Chinese students to apply for the
Taiwan institute, but at the same time they have a lot of information needs when writing
review materials and choosing schools and departments, so it is recommended to the
official website for the examination can add some successful cases and experience
sharing of Chinese students’ application, and provide' excellent application information
templates, so that Chinese students can obtain the required information more directly
when applying for the examination; (2)The interview results show that Chinese students
generally trust is the official website of the university, so it is recommended that
relevant departments in the school can regularly maintain and update the relevant
information on the official website to facilitate the Chinese students to obtain
time-sensitive information; (3)For Chinese students who want to apply for the
interdisciplinary institute in the future, it is recommended that they should carefully

consider their application level, adaptability and learning strength when choosing a



department. It is better to know their desired schools and departments in advance so that

they can have enough time to complete the preparation of the review materials.

Keywords: Chinese students in Taiwan, interdisciplinary, information needs, research

institution, information behavior
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