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Abstract

“Local history collection” records not only local history but current path of local
development, while providing resources of local features. Nowadays, both public libraries
and local culture and history workshops play significant roles in collecting, organizing and

preserving local history collections, yet the workshops are seldom mentioned in literature.

Therefore, this research aims at four goals: (1) to understand the methods and processes
used by culture and history workshops in collecting, organizing and preserving local history
collections and how they are different from or similar to public libraries in this regard; (2) to
understand what impression and knowledge culture and history workshops hold toward local
public libraries; (3) to understand what services culture and history workshops expect to
receive from local libraries so that the two types of organizations can better cooperate and
share resources in the future; (4) to understand the conditions culture and history workshops
must satisfy and the role they must play in order to be involved in the abovementioned

process.

This research 1s exploratory in essence and focuses on local culture and history
workshops in Taipei County.  Firstly it analyzes related literature and uses questionnaire
survey to find out basic information and missions of these workshops.  Then it collects data
from 25 interviewees through in-depth interviews. The researcher conducts analysis on data
collected from interviews and presents them in the following sections:  “Analysis of how the
culture and history workshops collect local history collections,”  “Analysis of how the

culture and history workshops organize and preserve local history collections,”  “Analysis

viii



of how the culture and history workshops use and promote local history

collections,” ” Discussion on how the culture and history workshops view local rural
libraries and how they may cooperate,” = Views of the local professional and amateur
history and culture researchers on culture and history work,” ~ Discussion on the roles and
influence of the culture and history workshops in the local areas,” and ™ General

discussion.”

Based on the research results, the researcher proposed three conclusions: (1) in
collecting, organizing, preserving and using local history collections, local culture and
history workshops play similar roles as libraries do; (2) rural libraries should take the
initiative to work with local culture and history workshops; (3) reflection and more thoughts
on rural libraries and local culture and history workshops. Finally, the researcher suggests

directions of future research for local culture and history workshops and public libraries.
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