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Abstract

It takes much time and effort collecting statistical information. Therefore,
government agencies are taking charge of the work of gathering statistical data.
Health statistics is one of the important government statistics that brings
challenges for librarians in health sciences libraries. This study focuses on the
usage of government statistics by graduate students in the public health field.
The research issues include the purpose of using government statistics; the
behavior of searching government information as well as difficulties of

searching and using government statistics.

Personal interviews were conducted to collect data for the research. The

results indicate that:

1. Public health graduate students need governmental health statistics
and vital statistics most. The main purpose of using government
statistics is for research works.

2. The most important channel for obtaining government statistics is
government agencies websites. The most frequently visited websites
include "Health and National Health Insurance Statistics Information
Service”; “World Health Organization” and the “World Bank”.

3. More detailed or historical statistical information tends to be found in
printed resources. However, electronic resources are the first choice for
most interviewees.

4. Most problems encountered in seeking and using government statistical
information are associated with Internet access and reesurces. Four

frequently raised problems are not as much of archived information;



government website design problems; scattered Internet resources; and
lack of an integrated interface for accessing government statistics

nationally.
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1. g% 7 3% (Economic Research Service)
2. WP v m (National Agricultural Statistics Service)
3. 4 4 & (Bureau of the Census)

4. 5% 457 &k (Bureau of Economic Analysis)

5. B st # v (National Center for Education Statistics)
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6. & mE I (Energy Information Administration)

7. 7% %3 B (Bureau of Justice Statistics)

8. ¥ 1 %3+ & (Bureau of Labor Statistics)

9. W3 iF2 szt ¢ .« (National Center for Health Statistics)

10. #7#F L33/ (Statistics of Income Division)
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11. i %3t & (Bureau of Transportation Statistics)
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® [FedStats <http://www.fedstats.gov/>

O FESTAS T b e R

The gateway to statistics from over 100 U.S. Federal agencies

Links to statistics Links to statistical agencies
"v T‘
# Topic Links- A ToZz - Direct access o # Agencies Listed Alphabeticaly with descriptions
statistical data on topics of your choice. of the statistics they provide and links to
_ their webzites, contact information, and key
# Mapstats - Stafigtical profiles of States, statistics.
counties, cities, Congressional Districts,
and Federal judicial districts. « Agencies by subject - Select a subject:
|Al'ahar_na ~| Submit I [agricutture ~] Bubmit |
# Statistics By Geography From U.S. Agencies -- # PressReleases - The latest news and
International comparigons, national, announcements from individual agencies,
State, county, and local.

# Kids' Pages on agency websites.
F12-2-3 FedStatsy 7

FedStats & % Wrc ¥ tide & F = S Filah- BE ¢ e 0@ L rag
R ‘%5;}%,'5‘_1;3;%?‘3? CERZE XM E SRR CRIERAZEFTH
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® HHS CDC: National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS)

< http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/>

(DC Home  |Search  |Health Topics A-Z

ciENational Center for
} Health Statistics

g N tion's
About NCHS » L feanh
NCHS en Espafiol= Micro-data Access | Tabulated State Dats | Information Showcase |

M Employment | CDC/NCHS Privacy Policy Notice | NCHS Quality Guidelines |
FASTSTATS Ato Z Accessibiliby | Search NCHS | NCHS Definitions | Contactus

Help »
Eventsm
Surveys and Datam i Info atlan
Cu!lmtinni;:f:;‘;:. What's\e\ E-R OWcase

NHIS B Health, United States

m Early Release of Selected » Older Americans 2004
Estimates Based on Data Kevy Indicators of Well-

Erom the 2004 National Being

Vital Statistics Health Interview Survey ® Health Care in America:
[E£Z005) Trends in Utilization

® Health Insurance Trends in Utilization
Coverage: Estimates from ® Health E-Stats

the National Health ® The Joint Canada/United
Interview Survey, 2004 States Survey of Health

(6/Z003] (ICUSH}

LNl News Release
e sl View /download PDF 7a7 ke

Initiatives m

R12-2-5 B jderd st frbE E

PR dl &g ¢« (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC)
3 Wik e ARt e (U.S. Department of Health and Human Dervices,
HHS)? ch- iR H i A &1 Fe RRENEDEFEFAT ~ BRHIFY T8
TSR FARREE AL A - RRREL 2 PR EE Y DL
§ETRAGHRARE > KA BRI RETLFRASEE BT
7JF2 it ¢ . (National Center for Health Statistics, NCHS) &#_t ¥ = #1i& ¥
st Py EHFERFL TR AR T & SiFEd B kAT

Mdpal 7R R e E AR R Y F {1 NCHS T eniies Fan e 72 g
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® U.S. Census Bureau <http://www.census.gov/ >

Fa=20

: ubcuuntyil?o
New on the Site

Data Tools

American FactFinder
Jobs@Census
Catalog

Publications

Are You in a Survey?

About the Bureau
Regional Offices
Doing Business with Us

Related Sites

¢ EEstimatesiy

U.S.'-Censiis Bureau

Questions?

cumm Stntex

People

Business

Geoqgraphy

Bl2-2-6 (L &R

Search | Subjects Ato Z | FAQs | Help

118 Cenzus Burean, wiw censtis gov |

|
&

rour Gateway tn Census 2000 -
Census 2000 EEO Tabulations

« Burnrnary File 4 (5F 4 «
Sutnmary Flle 3 (SF 33

Estimates + Amarcan
Community Surgey -
Ptojectinng - HoUsirg -
Income | State Family Income -
Poverty = Health Insurance -
Infernational - Genealogy

Economic Census - MAICS «
Sunigy of Husiness Cwnars -
Government - E-Stats -
Forgign Trade | Expor Codes »
Local Employiment Dynamilcs

Gazettear

(U.S. Census Bureau) ks

kb g T

Data Finders
Population Cloicks
U5, 296,516,760
Worli 6,451,529,486
0724 GMT (EST+5) Jul 03, 2005
Population Ander -
: il

ity Eaver, caihty, or =in

o stalis
" |—SE|E’d-& state — 'rl

Latest Economic Tndicator =
Construction Spendin

Economic Indicators —

e

Wisit the Ecanomic Briefing Room

St ar gty
!—seleci an ncicator — d

Find An Area Profile with CuickFacts -
: - A AT (e

—_

NER R
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Data Base (IDB) #
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® WHO Statistical Information System (WHOSIS)

< http://www3.who.int/whosis/menu.cfm>

(@) World Health Organization s

Home Countries Health topics Publications Research tools WHO sites FAQs

WHO Statistical Information System { WHOSIS

WHO Statistics

WHO Statistical Information System ( WHQOSIS)

Evidence and Information for Health Policy

The WHQ Statistical Information System is the guide to health and health-related epidemiological and statistical information awvailable
from the World Health Qrganization. Most WHO technical programmes make statistical information available, and they will be linked
from here. TYou also have the possibility to search by keywords within the WHOSIS or throughout the entire WHO site.

* Core Health Indicators
Time series of core health indicators from the Wworld Health Report for each of our 192 Member States
* World Health Statistics 2005
An organization-wide cormpilation of the most recent estirmates for almost 50 world health indicators for 192 countries

Statistics from WHO Regional Offices

Links and pointers to statistics compiled by WHO Regional Offices.
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