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A study on integrating library and information learning activities

into project-based inquiry among elementary students

Abstract

With the advent of educational reform in the 21st century, project-based inquiry becomes a
new trend for school learning.  Under this learning trend, students are encouraged to research in
a specific domain and to gather and integrate related information to accomplish their project tasks.
The purposes of this study were to analyze library and information skills needed in a
project-based inquiry, and to examine students leaming and application of library and
information skills in accomplishing their project tasks.  Subjects were 32 fifth graders from an
elementary school at Taipei city. A case study approach was employed for data collection,
including observation, interview, and students’ learming portfolios. In this study, library and
information skills needed for accomplishing a project task was first assessed by observing their
actions and information seeking behaviors in accomplishing project tasks. Then, library and
information learning activities were designed and implemented based on the needed skills
assessed from prior assessment. After library and information learning activities, student's
progress in project-based inquiry was summarized.

The results of the study indicate that students benefited from learning library and
information skills in the project-based inquiry. Students were also satisfied with library and
information learning activities. Based on results of the study, suggestions for school libraries,

library instructions, and information providers are provided.  Further research is also suggested.

Key words: project-based inquiry, library information, library instruction, information seeking

behaviors, elementary education
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