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Abstract

Historical research is based on the evidence and the interpretation of meanings of
about the evidence. Archives, manuscripts, and cultural relics are included as
historical data, and considered as important evidences in historical research. For
protecting the precious cultural assets, ongoing work on digital archives continue
around the world in recent years. Supported by the National Science Council, many
digital archive plans were implemented. Deployment of these resources can make
history researchers a new way to find historical data. This study attempted to
explore the use of digital archives of Taiwan's history among history graduate
students, and the goals of this study were to explore information needs, information
seeking behaviors, and actual use of the digital archives resources among graduate
researchers. Observations and depth interviews were employed in the research.

From the results of this study, several conclusions were summarized: 1.
Graduate students of history had extensive needs about resources of historical
research. 2. For graduate researchers, it was not easy to seek and access historical
data for their research. 3. The main sources of information for graduate researchers
were scholarly publications and their peers and teachers. 4. Graduate researchers
were accustomed to use electronic resources. 5. Keyword searching and browsing
the classification of information were main research behaviors observed from
graduate researchers. 6. Graduate researchers tended to use digital archives from
specific institutions. 7. Graduate researchers had positive attitude toward the digital
archives. 8. Graduate researchers preferred using original images for their research.
9. Some barriers and difficulties were found among graduate researchers when using
the digital archives.

Based on the results of this study, the recommendations are summarized as



followed: sorting out relevant research resources, providing interactive channels for
improving usability, reinforcing the function for retrieving the full text, constructing
thesaurus of authority files, permitting accessibilities, and ongoing promotion. It is
expected that the history-related digital archives can encourage more users to utilize

the resources.

Keywords: digital archives, historical research, history graduate students,

information seeking, research resources
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